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Judicial review ‘surrenders green belt’, says council 

Council traveller 
stance ‘unlawful’ 
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BASILDON Councirs bid 
to evict hundreds of trav- 
ellers living on illegally 
developed plots could be 
dead in the water 

The authority’s “get- 
tough” stance to kick out 
travellers from unautho- 
rised green belt land was 
yesterday deemed unlawful 
by a High Court judge, as 
he delivered his judicial 
review verdict. 

Mr Justice Ouseley said 
the council had failed to take 
into account “material con- 
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siderations” when it chose 
to evict travellers living at 
part of Wickford’s 
Hovefields Drive site, known 
as Gypsy Hill, last year 
The landmark ruling is 
likely to set a precedent for 
the upcoming hearing into 
the much larger Dale Farm 
camp at Crays Hill when it 
takes place on a date to be 
set. 

Council leader Malcolm 
Buckley could not hide his 


disappointment at the deci- 
sion, but vowed the author- 
ity would take the case to 
the Court of Appeal. 

He said: “The judge has 
effectively surrendered the 
green belt to illegal proper- 
ty developers and left the 
council powerless to act. It 
means all our precious 
green belt is up for grabs.” 

Not surprisingly, trav- 
ellers were delighted. 

The judge said the trav- 
eller were breaking “crimi- 
nal law” by refusing to 
comply with council orders 


for them to leave and 
admitted the review hear- 
ing was a “delay tactic”. 

However, he said the 
court’s sole responsibility 
was determining if the 
eviction decision was law- 
ful, and the council had 
failed to take into account: 

• The possible success of 
travellers at upcoming 
planning*appeals 

• A previous inspector’s 
decision to authorise a near- 
by plot called Hatchertang 

• New Government plan- 
ning rules. 





